
Mill Creek High School    
Class of 2019 

 
Dear Graduating Class and Parents: 
 
As the Senior Class Advisors, we will be handling most of the details related to graduation. We have put together this 
letter of information to guide you through the graduation process.  Hopefully, this will answer any questions you may 
already have regarding end-of-year activities and graduation. Information will also be posted on the school’s website at 
www.millcreekhs.com.  This is your best source to stay informed. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jody Gross 
Merca Berry-Covert 
Elizabeth Summerlin 
Andrew Holbrook 
 
 
BE AWARE 
Please take a moment to discuss graduation status with your child. If you have any doubt about this status, please contact 
your child’s teachers or the counseling office by email or telephone. Teachers make every attempt to contact parents if a 
senior is not passing; however, if you have not seen a progress report, please make contact with each teacher to check 
on your student’s grade.  
 
YEAR END CONDUCT 
Students are expected to maintain appropriate behavior throughout the end of the school year and through graduation 
practice and the graduation ceremony. Seniors are reminded that they are subject to school rules and regulations while on 
school property or participating in any school activity. Any student who participates in year-end pranks will face serious 
consequences, which may include not participating in graduation. We encourage parents to discuss the seriousness of 
this with your student. 
 
 

SENIOR BREAKFAST  
Senior Breakfast will be hosted by the PTSA, so all information will come from them.  Senior Breakfast will be 
Saturday, May 18th, from 9am – 11am at Chateau Elan in the Debussy Ballroom.  The price this year will be $34 
and the tickets will be on sale the entire month of April.  Seniors are required to dress nicely.  If you have any 
questions please email mchsptapresident@gmail.com 

 
SIGNS & BANNERS 

Mill Creek has worked out a purchasing plan with Sign Systems in Buford in which parents can buy banners and signs to 

congratulate their senior.  The Class of 2019 will receive some of the profit from the purchase of a sign or a banner.  

Parents can order signs by contacting Sign Systems 678-765-8290 or terri@signsystemsGA.com.  Information about 

signs and banners are located on the website under senior news. 

 
 
OUTSTANDING OBLIGATIONS 
Senior Dues must be paid before a student will receive a cap and gown to be used for graduation. Seniors have had the 
opportunity to pay these fees on-line, to the Balfour representatives and at the Balfour office throughout the year.  On April 
1, they will increase to $160.00.  After April 30 only cash will be accepted.   Also, all other outstanding obligations, 
including lunch charges, media center fines, textbook fees, tickets, detention time, and any other outstanding debts, must 
be paid in full by 2:30pm on May 17, 2019.  Senior Dues must be paid by April 10th to attend the senior carnival during 
senior week. 
 
 
GRADUATION PRACTICE 
Attendance at graduation practice is mandatory for students to participate in the graduation ceremony. Practice is 
scheduled to begin at 9:00 a.m. on the last day of school in the Commons. Students must make arrangements to 
attend practice and be present for the entire practice. If any emergency arises to prevent a student from attending 
practice, contact Mrs. Gross immediately! Students who do not practice will not march. 
 

http://www.millcreekhs.com/


GRADUATION CEREMONY 
The Graduation ceremony for the Class of 2019 is the last day of school, at 8:00 p.m., at the Mill Creek Community 
Stadium. Graduates should arrive no later than 6:00 p.m., and parents may be seated beginning at 6:00 p.m.  In the event 
of inclement weather we will delay the start of the ceremony.  If the ceremony is cancelled, it will be held the following day 
in the stadium at 10:00 a.m. or if weather is an issue at that time then at 8:00pm.  All efforts will be made to hold 
graduation in the Mill Creek stadium but if conditions continue to be an issue, graduation may be moved inside and will be 
held no later than Friday.  If graduation is held inside, students would be limited to 4 tickets per family.  Only those with 
tickets will be permitted to enter the stadium, this includes small children.   
 
TICKET DISTRIBUTION 
Due to the size of the class, parking, and seating limitations, each senior will receive 10 tickets for family and friends.  
Tickets will be distributed at Graduation Practice.  There are no extra tickets. 
 
DIPLOMA DISTRIBUTION 
At the conclusion of the ceremony, students are to report to the rear of the gym to receive their diplomas.  Only faculty 
and members of the Class of 2019 will be allowed in this area after graduation.  There will be no exceptions. Parents and 
guests may wait for seniors at the top of the hill leading to the back of the gym. 
 
INDIVIDUAL PICTURES AND VIDEO 
A photographer will be present at Graduation to take pictures of each graduate and ordering information will be on the 
school website.  We have arranged for a video and live streaming of the Commencement ceremony. At graduation, 
parents may take photographs or video from their seats but will not be allowed in the aisles, at the fence or in the track 
area. Please remember that all parents deserve a clear view of their child receiving his or her diploma.  Video and picture 
information are on the website under senior news.  Check the website for the video order form.  Mill Creek will live stream 
graduation as well, click on the link that will be provided on the senior news page on the school website. 
 
 
PARKING FOR GRADUATION 
We have very limited amounts of handicap parking on campus.  You will be able to drop off someone at the gate, and 
then go park.  Overflow parking is available at the Hamilton Mill 12 Stone Church.  Shuttle buses will be running to and 
from MCHS starting at 5:00 p.m. until midnight.  We are asking that all graduating seniors park at 12 Stone, or carpool 
with their parents.   
 
  
GRADUATION ETIQUETTE 
Please be aware that graduation is a formal ceremony. To ensure that the ceremony maintains the proper decorum, we 
ask that you abide by the following guidelines. 
 Arrive prior to the start of the ceremony. 
 Applaud when appropriate.  Hold applause until after all senior names have been called. 
 Stand for the processional, recessional, Pledge of Allegiance and the National Anthem. 
 Remain in your seat until the ceremony ends. 
 Take pictures only from your seat. No pictures from the fence or track area. 
 Consider leaving small children and babies at home. They will neither appreciate nor remember the ceremony.  

They will need a ticket! 
 Cellular phones and pagers should be set on silent operation. Please do not make telephone calls during the 

ceremony. 
 Please do not leave before the ceremony has ended. This is disruptive and disrespectful to the graduates and their 

families. 
 No refreshments will be allowed into the stadium. Bottled water will be sold in the concession stand area. 
 No balloons or fatheads will be allowed into the stadium.  They will block the view of other parents. 
 Do not enter the field after graduation, please meet your senior in the parking lot for pictures. 

 
We understand that this is a time of excitement and celebration for our graduates and their families. We would like for 
each parent to be able to hear each graduate’s name when it is announced. Please refrain from loud cheering. Air 
horns or other noise-makers are prohibited. This takes away from the dignity of the ceremony and prevents parents 
from hearing their child’s name announced. Each graduate has worked hard to reach this point in his or her life and 
deserves the respect of everyone present. 
 

 

 



GRADUATION ATTIRE 
 Remove the gown from its individual package as soon as it is received. Hang on a hanger; most of the wrinkles 

will fall out. 
 Press the gown with a COOL iron before wearing. If you use a hot iron, it will disintegrate.  We will not wear the 

white collars packaged with the gowns. The gown should reach mid-calf, approximately ten inches from the floor.  
 Caps should be placed on the head so that the mortarboard is level. The front of the cap is indicated on the inside 

of the crown. Caps are never worn on the back of the head. For graduation, caps are worn parallel to the ground 
with the point in the center of the forehead. Caps should be held in place with bobby pins. At the beginning of the 
ceremony, tassels are positioned ON THE RIGHT. 
 

 LADIES will find it practical to wear simply styled, lightweight dresses without high necklines that it does not show 
in the opening of the gown or excessively full skirts. If your dress is longer than your graduation gown, use 
masking tape to temporarily hem the dress so it is not longer than your gown.   
DRESSES – No strapless dresses, No halter top, or backless dresses.  Please follow School Dress code 
concerning this as well as dress/skirt length.  School dress code applies!  
Dressy shoes are required. You may wear flats or dressy open-toed shoes, and only skin colored hose if desired. 
Shoe color should be black, white, or brown.  No other colors allowed!  FLIP-FLOPS, CASUAL SANDALS, AND 
TENNIS SHOES ARE NOT ALLOWED.  

 MEN are to wear: a collared dress shirt, dark dress pants (NO BLUE JEANS or Light Khaki), dark colored tie,  
dark colored dress shoes. FLIP-FLOPS, CASUAL SANDALS OR TENNIS SHOES ARE NOT ALLOWED. 
 
 

 Students are not allowed to decorate their graduation cap. 
 
Please remember, parents and seniors, this is a formal ceremony, so seniors should be dressed in a way that 
expresses this occasion.   The outline above follows the dress code for MCHS. 

 


